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CLUB MEETINGS ARE ON 
THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF 
THE MONTH AT  
ROUND TABLE PIZZA, 
LOCATED AT 
2065 OCCIDENTAL ROAD 
(HALF BLOCK WEST OFF 
STONY POINT ROAD) 
SANTA ROSA, CA 
7:00 PM - SOCIAL TIME 
7:30 PM – MEETING 

 
President’s Ramblings  

    December 2006:  Where to start!  The year is just about toast, even 
though the RECCC just keeps right on ticking!  We just finished the 
Workers Dinner at Chevys  (all attendees ate too much!) and we are 
heading to the Annual Christmas Progressive Dinner and Gift 
Exchange  on December 9th.  Don’t miss this event - it is a lot of fun!   
Here is some important information about the Christmas dinner:  the 
cost is $12.50 per person and $25.00 per couple; EA CH PERSON 
who wants to participate in the gift exchange must bring a gift with 
a value of between $10 and $20.   See the Events Calendar on page 5  
for a schedule of times and locations for each stop.  There will be another 
signup passed around at the December meeting. 
     I wish to thank all of you who submitted Garage New s for the 
December newsletter.   Also, a thank you goes to Paul Matzen (a new 
member - way to go, Paul!) and Judy Morris for sell ing raffle tickets 
at the November meeting.  
     Even though I will not be The Prez in 2007, I will always try to be 
available to assist anyone with setting up or helping with a Tech  session 
next year. 
     Nominations for 2007 Officers were held during the November 
meeting.  There was only one nomination each for President, Vice Pres, 
Secretary, and Treasurer, so no vote for those offices is required.  New 
officers for year 2007 will be:  Jim Brown, Preside nt; Rhonda Nole, 
Vice President; Jack Tolin, Secretary  (incumbent);  Marvel Goff, 
Treasurer (incumbent).   Nominations were taken at the meeting for two 
Advisory Board vacancies, as Gus St Marie and Craig Owens terms 
expire.  There were four members nominated for the two positions, which 
would have required a vote of the membership.  However, after some 
thought, two of the nominees withdrew there acceptance, leaving Jack 
Parodi and Sheila Pereira  as the two nominees for the two offices.  
Therefore, no vote is required and Jack and Sheila will be the  two 1 st 
Year Advisors for 2007, Past Prez Ron Porcelli will  be the Past Prez 
Advisor, and they will join 2 nd Year Advisors Doug Stubbs and Ken 
Williamson to complete staffing of the Advisory Boa rd for 2007.    
     Dues for year 2007 are now due and payable at the D ecember 
meeting.  They are $20.00 per family, so please bri ng payment to the 
meeting for dues and for the Christmas Dinner, if y ou plan to attend.   
There will be a signup sheet circulated at the meeting also for those 
wishing to attend the Officers Installation Dinner on Friday, January 
12th .   The December Officers Meeting will be held on Wednesday  
the 20 th at Chris Lang’s house.   All Club Members are welcome!  
     See you at the meeting!         Pres.  Ron P. 

COVER CAR 
The Cover Car this month belongs to Terry and Judy Morris.   Terry 
says they purchased the 1957 Chevy Bel Air 2 door hardtop from 
fellow club member Dave Bergman four years ago.  The car was 
assembled in Oakland in Dec ’56 and came with a 283 V-8 with 
Rochester 4-barrel. When they purchased it, a Muncie 4-speed trans 
was installed.  Terry plans on installing power steering, front disc 
brakes, and air conditioning.  Terry and Judy, your Bel Air looks 
fabulous!  Thanks for sharing your story with us th is month! 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
CALLING ALL MEMBERS!  Be sure and check out the Club Website 
at www.reccc.org  including down-loadable copies of the monthly 
newsletter in COLOR!  Our webmaster is Dylan Cohen,  owner of 
Sonoma Cutlery  in Coddingtown Mall.  Thank you, Dylan, for your 
excellent contribution as Webmaster! 
     Ralph Russe, Newsletter Editor  
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MINUTES November 1, 2006  
     Meeting was called to order at 7:31 PM.  Motion was made by Jim Brown and seconded by Doug Stubbs to accept the minutes as 
corrected.  The correct number of club members is 81 families rather than the reported 88.  This was verified by Marvel who also 
reported that the treasury is in sound shape. 
     Vice President’s report:  Chris reported that the overnighter to Fort Bragg was a success and those that attended had a grand time.  
Gus made note about all the work Chris did on the outing and Chris was given an appreciative ovation.  Al Lovi attended the Geyserville 
show and reported it was a unique show with very nice cars.  The Garage Tour was very well attended.  John Pereira’s ’55 Chevy is 
looking fantastic.  The Tour then proceeded to Judy and Ron Porcelli’s home where Ron’s 6 cylinder ’55 is now on the road and a real 
show stopper!  Rhonda Nole’s ’56 Corvette was also a real hit with the attendees.  Chris reported that on Oct. 29th our club joined with 
the Antique Auto Club for a very successful pot luck at Stoke’s Ranch.  Larry and Marvel Goff and Fred Marshall helped Chris set up 
and clean the post party mess.  Peggy Sue Williams was commended for doing an great job with the pot luck.  The Christmas 
Progressive Dinner was finalized and the appetizers will be at Barbara and Dennis Floyd’s, the main meal at Bob and Eileen Paine’s, 
dessert at Jim and Lee Brown’s.  Dec. 9th is day of this dinner.  If you want to exchange a Christmas gift you must bring a wrapped 
Christmas gift not to exceed $15.  Chris then gave a history of our club while encouraging members to run for office in the upcoming 
elections.  He singled out Gus and Ken as two of the instrumental members in the growth and success of our club.   
     President’s Report:  Ron acknowledged one guest of the evening who is Beverley Siri’s granddaughter, Stacy.  The next officer’s 
meeting will be at the Parodi’s on Nov. 15th , 7:30 PM.  Ron thanked Linda Lemus for the member profile column in the newsletter.  The 
worker’s dinner will be at Chevy’s Saturday Nov. 11th.  The new officer’s installation dinner will be in January.  Time and place will be 
announced.  Ron  thanked Bruce for cooking hot dogs on the Garage Tour.  Ron then asked if anyone would like to be club historian.  
Chris was nominated by multiple members.  Chris feels he wouldn’t be a good candidate because he doesn’t own a camera.  
Immediately many members volunteered to get him a camera.  Rich Siri announced that he won $600 at Hot August Nights at the Hilton 
venue for best 6 cylinder engine.  Then he proceeded to the Atlantis and won first place in the Cruiser Class, pocketing another $300.   
     Old Business:  Dave Cancel has finished his ’57 Chevy convertible.  Gus did not bring anything for sale this month but he did report 
he received two thank you cards from our Santa Rosa Junior College recipients.  He also proposes a road trip to Pomona to see the 
NHRA and other car museums.  Ken, naturally had some well folded non wrinkled shirts for sale.  Ralph asked for folks to notify him if 
they have any articles to submit for the newsletter or any items that are for sale that could go into the newsletter. 
     Nominations:  President, Jim Brown, Vice President, Rhonda Nole, Secretary, Jack Tolin, Treasurer, Marvel Goff, Advisers, Gus 
St.Marie, Jack Parodi, Craig Owens and Sheila Pereira. Historian, Chris Lang. 
     Raffle results: 60% winner, $81 Tom Hawkins, 40% winner, $54 Larry Goff.   Meeting was adjourned at 8:32 PM 
            Jack Tolin, Secretary  
**************************************************************************************** 

MEMBER PROFILE – Chris Lang  
Contributed by Linda Lemus 

          I had the pleasure of interviewing Chris Lang this past 
month.  Chris is one of the original members of the Redwood 
Empire Classic Chevy Club.  Chris and his late wife, Fran, 
joined the club 27 years ago. At that time there were only six 
members in the club!  Chris has been president of the club 
once and vice president of the club six times!  Chris told me 
that Fran was president of the club in 1985 and when she was 
president, the club had all women officers.  Way to go girls!  
Chris has two children, John, 35 and Debbie, 33. 
          Chris had a 41-year career as a mechanic. He spent one 
year at the Naval Shipyard in Sausalito, four years as a diesel 
mechanic for Greyhound Bus Lines, one year as an auto 
mechanic and 31 years as a heavy-duty diesel mechanic for 
Golden Gate Transit.  Prior to this, Chris spent four years in 
the Coast Guard as an engine man. 
          Chris’ first car was a 1941 Buick.  He got the Buick 
when he was in high school. Chris said, “I put a clutch in the 
Buick and that is when it all began.”  He then started hanging 
out at Ross Garage in Marin County.  He told me that every 
mechanic that worked at Ross Garage had a Hot Rod.  Some 
of the custom cars that came out of this garage were winners 
at the Oakland Roadster Show.  Chris said he just watched and 
learned.   
          I asked Chris, “Did you ever race?”  Chris told me the 
last time he street raced was in 1971 on Montecito Blvd in 
Santa Rosa when he raced a Plymouth Road Runner.  Chris 
said, “The Road Runner blew my doors off!”  More recently, 
in 1997, Chris said he was driving North on Hwy 101 in his 56 
Chevy 4 door HT.  Chris spotted a Camaro behind him that 
seemingly wanted to race. Chris said, “The faster I went, the 
faster the Camaro went.”  Chris said before he knew it, he was 

going 100 mph!  Well, little did Chris know, the Camaro he 
was “racing” was a CHP Officer.  Chris told me when he went 
to court, the Judge said,   “No Traffic School…Lang Pay Up.” 
          Chris went on to tell me about all of the cars in his past. 
Chris said he got his first Chevy in 1965, which was a 55 
Chevy Bel Air 4 door.  He only paid $150 for this car!  Then 
in 1968 he got a 56 Chevy 2 door HT for $350.  He said Fran 
was his girlfriend at the time.  Chris said he didn’t have 
enough money to buy the 56 so he borrowed $100 from Fran 
and then paid her back two days later.  Chris said, “It was then 
that I decided I better marry Fran; besides we had been going 
together for three years.”     
           In 1969 Chris bought a project car, a 56 Chevy 2-
door Sedan.  The car was in pieces.  Chris put it together 
and sold it in 1973 for $150.  Then, in 1978, Chris bought a 
56 Chevy 2 door HT and cut it up for parts. 
          In 1980 Chris bought a 56 Chevy 4 door HT that was 
“ready for the crush.”  He got it running in a year and a half.  
Unfortunately this car was totally destroyed in 1984 in a head-
on collision in Mendocino County.  Chris and his son, who 
was 12 years old at the time, were returning from the auto 
races at Lakeport Speedway.  Chris’ son was hurt badly in this 
accident, but fortunately recovered. 
          Today Chris drives his 56 Chevy 4 door HT that he 
got in 1988.  The 4 door is two-tone, pinecrest and 
sherwood green.  He also drives his 56 Chevy 2 door HT 
that he got in 1968, which is lime green and emerald green.  
Chris said ever since he can remember he has been 
interested in old cars.  Chris said, “I’ve been messin around 
with cars my whole life.”  “By the way”, Chris asked me, 
“Do you know that movie American Graffiti?”  Chris said,  
“That was me …...  Where were you in 62?”  
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VICE-PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE FOR DECEMBER, 2006  

     The October 21st Garage Tour was very well attended.  The first stop was Joh and Sheila Pereira’s home in 
northwest Santa Rosa.  John is building a ’55 Chevy 2 door sedan for Sheila.  The car is highly customized with some 
very clever sheet metal modifications.  We all enjoyed coffee, donuts, and juice. 
     The next stop was Ron and Judy Porcelli’s home in Penngrove.  Ron’s ’55 Chevy 2 door sedan is almost finished.  
Ron put his heart and soul into a car that was a basket case and is turning it into a show stopper!  We had a great 
lunch at the Porcelli’s. 
     Those in attendance were Stan and Gail, Ralph and Sandi, Terry and Judy, Jack and Evelyn, Rhonda and her guy, 
Dave and Linda, Larry and Marvel, Ron and Judy, John and Sheila, Paul Firpo, Bob Paine, Chris, Jim Brown, Gus, 
David LeCount, Darrell, Ken Williamson, Fred Marshall and guest, Al Carrion from A.A.C.A., Bill Thompson, Gary 
Jenson, Bill Shoemaker and his friend.  Rhonda’s ’56 Corvette was also and display and looked great! 
     Our Oct 29th Fall Festival Pot-Luck party at Fred Stoke’s Ranch was a joint venture with A.A.C.A.  The party was 
well attended by about 65 people – around 26 members from our club and 39 members from the Antique Auto Club.  
There was lots of good food, scavenger hunts, hayrides, and Bingo games.  Everyone at the party had a great time.  I 
want to thank Rich and Peggy Williams for the planning and all of their work to make this party a success.  I also want 
to thank Fred Stoke for letting us use his ranch.  I want to thank Larry and Marvel, Fred Marshall, and the volunteers 
from the AACA Club who moved all of the equipment and decorated the shop on the 28th, a 6 hour job!  Thank you 
Larry and Marvel, Dennis and Barbara Floyd, and some volunteers from AACA who helped after the party to store all 
of the tables, chairs, hay bales, barrels, decorations, and food.  On Monday morning, Rich and Larry and I finally got 
the 12 project hot rods back into the shop! 
     Our November 1st Club meeting was well attended-everyone enjoyed the free pizza and sodas.  After normal Club 
reports, the nominations for 2007 officers were opened and Jim Brown will be President, Rhonda Nole will be Vice 
President, Jack Tolin will continue as Secretary, Marvel Goff will continue as Treasurer, Ralph Russe will continue as 
Newsletter Editor, and Sheila Pereira will continue as Sergeant-At-Arms.  A run-off election to select two new Advisors 
from a group of four candidates was avoided at the last minute when two of the candidates, Gus and Craig, decided to 
withdraw from the race.  The two new Advisors will be Sheila Pereira and Jack Parodi.  To all members:  please 
support your Club Officers and get involved in our Club Activities!  The year 2007 marks the 30 th Anniversary 
of our Club!  
     Our November 11th Workers Dinner was attended by 48 people.  I want to thank Gus St Marie for his help in 
setting up the parking lot at the Chevys Restaurant parking lot.  Everyone had a good time.  That’s it for now.                           
Best Regards,  C. W. Lang, Vice President . 
*************************************************************************************** 

GARAGE NEWS !!!  
1) Ron Porcelli – At the Porcelli Garage, the 150, now that it is running, has a new list of things that need 

attention, such as a) new regulator in the alternator to stop battery overheating, b)longer front wheel 
studs, c) fixed one oil leak, d) installed air cleaner baffle at the driver’s side wheel well. 

2) Craig Owens fixed a fuel line leak on the ’64 GTO and is thinking about installing the new pair of Posies 
Super Slide reversed eye rear springs for the ’55 that are waiting in his garage? 

3) Greg Lamperti’s ’56 Nomad body is coming off the frame this month in Tom White’s beautiful shop in 
Kelseyville and the restoration is finally on!  Greg plans to keep the 327 V-8 w/Muncie 4speed drivetrain 
as is, powder coat the frame, rebuild all of the suspension, and restore the original body and paint! 

4) David & Alixis LeCount – The ’56 body is on the rotisserie ready for body repair to commence-one step 
closer to getting the car on the road! 

5) Ken Williamson’s 2-door Nash has been dropped and has a classic set of 14” Ansens on the front.  He 
is still looking for a set of 14” x 8” for the rear. (Prez says “What is a Nash doing in a Chevy newletter?) 

6) C.W.Lang blew the transmission up in the ’56 Jalopy and also in his late model! 
7) The Stubbs’  ’55 has a Vintage Air Conditioner installed, charged up, and running! 
 

 
Tom White’ Shop Nov 2006                 Greg L.res toring his Nomad           Judy, Chris, & Sheila at  Fall Potluck
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*********************************************************************************************************************** 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  
Club members celebrating birthdays  this month include Jerry Grant, Tom Tait, Judy Thompson, Dave 
Sambad, Russell Donahue, Carol Geide, Collette Edgington, Darrel Drennan, Sandi Russe, Ron Porcelli, 
Mario Jimenez, and Ralph Russe. Happy Birthday to you all! 
Club members celebrating anniversaries  this month include Terry & Judy Morris, Dick & Kathi Evans, 
Patrick & Elaine Carr, Ken & Candy Beatty, and Dave & Sheila Sambad. 
             Congratulations to all of you! 
 
 

IN MEMORIUM  
Ray Williamson, father of Ken Williamson, passed away comfortably in his sleep on Saturday morning at 
3:00 am, November 11, 2006, Veterans Day.  He was 91 years of age.  In years past, Mr. Williamson had 
attended many REC Chevy Club functions with his son Ken. 
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FOR SALE 
Two 14” Chevy rims, FREE !   
Stan Sollid  573-1161 
 
1966 El Camino, Calif car, all original, 327, Auto 
fresh engine, Peggy Sue’s Winner!   $15,000. 
Conrad at 707-539-9320 
 
66 Ford Fairlane 2-dr Post.  Clean – needs interior put 
back together.   $2,800./OBO    Bruce 707-479-6053 
 
Three ’75 Nova SS 14” wheels and caps                 
 Don at 707-546-7265 

 
 
 
1995 GMC 2500 SLE, 454, Auto, Power everything, 
104K miles, excellent shape, white, $7,500/OFR 
Contact Ralph at 707-528-8243  
 
1957 Chevy Rear Bumper, has rust.   Best Offer. Mario at 
707-575-7632 
 
Corvette Rally Wheels, 8”x 15”, NOS Trim rings, NEW 
tires.   $500.  Greg Lamperti   707-263-9855 
 
YAMAHA 2003 Generator, 2.5 kw, 120 Volt, 
Perfect for RV, light weight and quiet, weighs  
Only 65 lbs.  Only 30 hours of use. Cost $1,200 
Sell for $600.(Selling RV) Call Ralph 528-8243

******************************************************************************************** 
           Oct 29 th Fall Celebration Pot-Luck                        Nov 11 th Workers Dinner at Chevys  

 
 

Workers Dinner at Chevys!  

 
 



 7



 8
 


