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REDWOOD EMPIRE 
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P.O. BOX 14175 
SANTA ROSA, CA 95402-6175 
Website:  WWW.RECCC.ORG 
 
PRESIDENT 
JIM BROWN            707-578-9241 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
RHONDA NOLE      707-795-8614 
 
SECRETARY 
JACK TOLIN            707-527-0567 
 
TREASURER 
MARVEL GOFF       707-823-3136 
 
ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS  
JACK PARODI          707-829-5332 
SHEILA PEREIRA    707-523-1899 
DOUG STUBBS        707-545-6359 
KEN WILLIAMSON 707-527-6068 
RON PORCELLI       707-793-9598 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
RALPH RUSSE         707-528-8243 
EMAIL: RRUSSE@PACBELL.NET 
 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS  
SHEILA PEREIRA    707-523-1899 
 
CLUB MEETINGS ARE ON 
THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF 
THE MONTH AT  
ROUND TABLE PIZZA, 
LOCATED AT 
2065 OCCIDENTAL ROAD 
(HALF BLOCK WEST OFF 
STONY POINT ROAD) 
SANTA ROSA, CA 
7:00 PM - SOCIAL TIME 
7:30 PM – MEETING 

 
President’s Ramblings 

Here it is again, the beginning of a new year. Some things will remain 
the same, and the opportunity for change is upon us. I look forward to serving 
you as President, and with your help, we will have another great year.  

The installation dinner at the Washoe House was very well attended. 
Your new officers, besides myself, are Rhonda Nole, Vice President, Jack Tolin, 
Secretary, Marvel Goff, Treasurer, Ken Williamson, Doug Stubbs, Jack Parodi, 
and Sheila Pereira as Advisors, and Ron Porcelli, Immediate Past President 
Advisor. Ralph Russe will continue as the Editor in Chief, with help from Linda 
Lemus doing profile articles. 

The first officers meeting has been held, and the activities for 2007 are 
being penciled in. Please see the Vice-President’s report for the February event, 
and possibly the March event is ready to roll out also.  The Overnighter is 
already in the planning stages. The tentative date is Oct 5, 6, and 7 or Oct 12, 13, 
and 14. The date will be firmed up shortly. The location is going to be the Grass 
Valley-Jackson area - more details to come. 

We are looking for a few willing members to serve on the Activities 
Committee for 2007.  Please contact myself or Rhonda Nole. 

I want to encourage all members to participate in the clubs events in 
2007. While the meetings are a source of like-minded fellowship, the outings are 
where you really get to know other members. It is nearly impossible to attend all 
the events, but try to pick out half a dozen to attend, and enjoy what the club is 
really about. I would also encourage you to drive your classic, weather 
permitting.  While we all are out to protect our classic Chevy, leaving it in the 
garage and driving that “newer car” defeats part of what the club runs are all 
about. Drive the classic and enjoy the experience. And don’t forget the cruise 
etiquette: Tri-Fives in front, other classics behind, and those “newer cars” 
at the rear. All with headlights turned on. 

Next officers meeting will be at Rhonda Nole’s on Feb 21, 2007, at 
7:30pm.   

Til next month,……Drive Life Safely! 
                        Jim Brown 

 
COVER CAR 

The Cover Car this month is Editor Ralph and Sandi Russe’s ’56 Bel 
Air 4-Dr Hardtop.  We joined the Club in 2000 and purchased the ’56 in 
Feb, 2001 from a 15-year owner in Sunnyvale.  After stripping all the 
trim and bumpers, I turned the car over to Calvin Penagore for body 
restoration and painting, which was complete in Jan, 2002. Next came 
new glass, complete re-upholstery by Charlie Renning, and installation 
of a new Mr. Goodwrench 350 engine (won at the “2001 A Chevy 
Odyssey” carshow in RP!) and new Turbo 700-R4 trans by club-
member Sam Ayala (with assistance of Tom Hawkins) during the 
summer of 2002.  The paint colors are Calypso Green Metallic over 
Polar White clearcoat.  Sandi and I greatly enjoy driving the Classic at 
every opportunity.  Ed 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
CALLING ALL MEMBERS!  Be sure and check out the Club Website 
at www.reccc.org  including down-loadable copies of the monthly 
newsletter in COLOR!  
          Ralph Russe, Newsletter Editor 

 
INTERNET SHORTCUTS 

Here are some more links, contributed by Bill Thompson.  Check them 
out!  (Thanks, Bill!    Ed.) 
www.carcraft.com                     www.dearone.com 
www.vintagewheelworks.com          www.impalas.com  
www.up22.com          www.rightstuffdetailing.com 
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MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 3, 2007 RECCC 
     Meeting was called to order at 7:30PM.  The December minutes were approved from a motion made by Gus and 

seconded by John Boccaleoni.   
     Treasurer Marvel Goff reported that we have 83 family memberships and the treasury is  sound.   
     Vice president Chris Lang thanked the Floyds, Paines and Browns for hosting the Progressive Christmas Dinner.  

He reported that the Installation Dinner will be held at the Washoe House.  AACA is having a party at Fred Stoke’s 
and our club will the co-sponsors.  A motion by Jim and seconded by Doug to allot $110 towards this event was 
passed by a vote of the members present.   

     President’s Report:  this is President Ron Porcelli’s last meeting and he thanked all for their work this year.  
Mustang owner Al Carrion was welcomed as a guest along with Tom Engler, who has a 210 wagon with a 327.  Ron 
introduced new members Marilyn Tunstall and Tom Bell .  The January officers meeting will be held at Jim Brown’s 
home. Ron asked for a show of hands on the best day for our 30th Anniversary Picnic, August 18th or l9th?  August the 
18th was the winning date. 

     Old Business:  Gus and Ken again had merchandise for sale.  Ken had many new shirts and sweatshirts, 
including a special shirt for a special person.  Guess who?  Ralph updated us on the newsletter.   Everyone agreed that 
Ralph has created one of the best newsletters of all.   

     New Business:  There are five requests for the SRJC RECCC Scholarships that Gus is reviewing.  The Turlock 
car show is the 26th thru the 28th of January. 

     Raffle results:  60% / $84 winner was Sheila;  40% / $56 winner was Terry McClarnon. 
     Meeting adjourned at 8:34 PM. 

                  Jack Tolin, Secretary 
*************************************************** *************************************************  

Member Profile – Larry and Marvel Goff     Contributed by Linda Lemus 
Larry and Marvel Goff have been members of the Redwood Empire Classic Chevy Club since 2000.  Marvel has been 

our club treasurer for the past two years. Marvel grew up in Sebastopol and has lived in Sonoma County her entire life.  Larry 
grew up in Oregon, and moved to Sonoma County in 1960. 

I asked Larry and Marvel how they met.  Larry and Marvel told me they met through a mutual friend in 1971.  They 
were married six months after they met! ©  They have been married for 35 years. They have two daughters, Brenda and Amy and 
two granddaughters, Brittney, 10 years old and Kristin, six years old.  All the family resides in Sonoma County. 

Larry served eight years in the Coast Guard, four years active and four years inactive.  He also spent one year in the 
Merchant Marines.  Larry started his own business, Goff Construction, in 1969.  He was a general contractor and did light 
commercial work, residential work, home building and concrete work.  Larry retired in 1993.  Larry told me his final project was 
in 1995 when he built their home in Sebastopol.   

Marvel graduated from Analy High School in Sebastopol and then attended Healds Business College in San Francisco.  
She worked for the Sonoma County School System and then, after meeting Larry, Marvel went to work as the bookkeeper in 
Larry’s construction business, Goff Construction.   

Larry told me he got his first car, a 36 Ford Coupe, at age 12!  He said the car was given to him by one of his Dad’s 
friends.  The Ford didn’t have an engine, but since Larry’s Dad was a mechanic, it was running a couple of years later.  By the 
time Larry was in high school, Larry told me he had three 36 Ford Coupes.  Larry said he used to switch parts between these three 
cars.  He also had a 41 Ford Club Coupe, which he gave to his little brother when he went into the service.  Larry said he had a lot 
of cars, but his favorite was his 1935 Ford Pick-Up.  At this point I asked, “But Larry, when did you get your first Chevy?”  Larry 
then told me that he got his first Chevy when he got out of the service.  It was a 39 Chevy 2 Door Sedan.  He said he also had a 53 
Chevy Coupe. 

Larry had a funny car story that he shared with me.  Larry told me that in the mid 60’s the Police used to have traffic 
stops for the purpose of doing vehicle safety inspections.  Larry said he was driving his 53 Ford Pick-up, when he was guided into 
a traffic stop.  Larry thought, Uh Oh!  Larry stopped, looked up and discovered he knew the Officer!  The Officer said, “Hello 
Larry.”  Larry said, “Hello.”  The Officer looked inside the truck and said, “Everything is safe and up to code on your vehicle, 
isn’t it Larry?”  Larry said, “Oh yeah” and the Officer sent Larry on his way.  As Larry drove off he chuckled to himself and 
thought, it’s sure good to know the right people.  (Larry had his steering wheel held on with a pair of vice grips!)  Oops! 

Marvel told me her first car was 1967 Ford Mustang Fast Back.  She said she bought it brand new!  Marvel had a little 
car story as well about her Mustang.  She told me Larry and his friend borrowed her 67 Mustang to take a quick trip to Reno.  
Well, on the way to Reno, Larry blew up the engine!  Larry brought the Mustang back home, faced Marvel, and then replaced the 
engine with a Thunderbird engine.  Marvel said the car was never the same.  (Earlier in my interview I had asked Larry if he had 
ever raced, and he said “No.”)  ??? 

Larry said cars are his main interest but he also enjoys woodworking, crafts, fishing, and camping.  Marvel said she 
enjoys gardening, cooking, and baking.  Also, since their retirement, they both enjoy traveling. 

Today Larry and Marvel have a Blue and White 56 Chevy 2 Door HT.  It has a 350 Corvette engine, 400 turbo 
transmission, power disc brakes and power steering.  They got the 56 in 2001. Larry said when different things come up with 
the car, he finds it very helpful talking to Chevy Club members. 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE FOR FEBRUARY, 2007  

Wow, another year has gone by and I am very optimistic about the year to come.  First off I wanted to let you know how 
excited I am to be backseat driver to Jim Brown, your new President as well as work with the other officers and advisors.  I look 
forward to working with you, and for you, to help create a memorable year for the RECCC.  I am filling some pretty big shoes, as 
all of our past officers have always strived to put together fun events, and they have done a great job.  So with that said, if you 
have any ideas or suggestions please let us know, as we’ve been there and done that, and we are always looking for new ideas. 

The officers’ meeting was held on January 17, 2007 at the home if Jim and Lee Brown. We discussed event planning for 
this coming year and acquiring new club membership cards as we are about out of them.  We are in discussion with the Early Iron 
Club of Ukiah to have a fun day where the two clubs get together, and hopefully that will take place in April. We will let you 
know the date as soon as we firm up the details. The details for the President’s Club Overnighter run in October are being firmed 
up and we want to be able to get the cost out to you early in case you wanted to make payments.  We want as many people to 
attend as possible as the overnight trips are really a blast.  We also discussed, at the Officer’s Meeting, dead horses that came 
back to life, and the care and transportation of dead bodies, thanks to our own Gus St. Marie. You will have to ask Gus for the 
details.  We also caught a few minutes of the Barrett-Jackson 2007 auction prior to the meeting, which I had been watching at 
home just before I left for the meeting and was thrilled to get to Jim’s to find they were standing around watching the auction 
while waiting for everyone to arrive!  

Our tour for February will be on February 10, 2007, which is a Saturday.  We will be touring Redwood Reliance thanks 
to Gus, and New Metal Kustomz, which is a company that does custom metal work and you should see the stuff in their shop! 
Paul used to work at Creative Concepts, and he brings a lot of talent into their new venture. They really helped me out on the 
Corvette with the top windshield stainless.  It was not fitting right and was really tweaked from years of abuse, and they got it to 
fit nearly perfectly. After we are done there, we are going to cruise to KC’s Downtown Grill on the Windsor green.  This is the 
place that has the car shows on Thursday nights during the summer months, and it is sort of a 50s diner. We are all on our own for 
the cost of lunch, but the prices are reasonable and the portions are ample (the fish and chips rock).  We can then maybe take a 
stroll to Powell’s Candy shop which is like stepping into a time warp back in time.  More details will be available at the meeting. 

As for the inaugural dinner, I heard it was great.  Due to a blond (no offense to any blondes) moment, I thought the 
dinner was Saturday night, and when I pulled out the newsletter on Saturday to check the time, I realized I was a day late and a 
dollar short.  However, those who did attend said the food was great.  Thanks to Jack Parodi for arranging that for us.  The 
Washoe House has a lot of character and is always a fun place to eat.  I’m still thinking about the prawns that I missed. 

The officer’s meeting will be at my house on February 21st  at 7:30 PM, and any club members are welcome to attend.  
We welcome any feedback or ideas you have as club members, as that is what the club is about, besides Chevys! 

Bye for now. Happy New Year and let’s get out and cruise! 
Your humble VP,  Rhonda 

*************************************************************************************** 
GARAGE NEWS !!!  

1) Ron Porcelli – At the Porcelli Garage, the transmission T.V.cable was modified;  added a PCV valve;  modified 
transmission oil cooler lines;  added a K & N air filter element.  The supercharger is back on the engine but still 
having belt-throwing problems.  It won’t be long until there is upholstery in the old 150! 

2) Sheila Pereira reports the following Dog House News:  On New Years Eve, John and friends tried to start the ’55 
Chevy and it wouldn’t start.  John looked at his friends and asked what they thought might be wrong?  It had zero 
compression.  His friends suggested loosening the lifter because it was on too tight, so he did and the engine 
started right up.  What a beautiful sound it was.  Now we just have to put the front of the car together and all the 
little pieces.  Then it’s off to the muffler shop for an exhaust system, it should be ready soon.  Hopefully it looks 
like we will be cruising in it for Valentines Day. 

3) Gus St Marie states the following:  My engine has not vibrated one bit.  However, I have not put it back together 
or started it yet! 

4) David Cancel’s garage is finally clean and in place of the junk is a COMPLETELY FINISHED ’57 CONVERTIBLE!  
He is proud of the work that his been completed. 

5) Bill Thompson reports that he finally got his Flowmaster exhaust system installed on his ’55 and it sounds great! 
 

2007 Officers Installation Dinner at the Washoe Hou se on January 12, 2007  
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*********************************************************************************************************************** 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  
Club members celebrating birthdays  this month include Fina Ayala, Joe Boccaleoni, Rhonda Nole, Jim 
Brown, Gus St Marie, Patti Kalis, and Cheryl Tolin,       Happy Birthday to you all! 
Club members celebrating anniversaries  this month include Greg & Carol Geide, Bill & Susan Simkins, 
Bill & Judy Thompson, and Al & Annie Lovi.                   Congratulations to all of you! 

Some More Photos from the 2007 Officers Installatio n Dinner on January 12 th  
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FOR SALE 
Front and Back Seat out of ’55 Chevy 2-dr Sedan 
Dipped and Primered.        Call Bill at 836-0909 
 
1959 Chevy El Camino, For Sale      $8,000.  
Call Fred Marshall at 707-837-9398. 
 
’57 Chevy Parts For Sale.   
Call David Cancel at 707-837-8585. 
 
’57 Chevy Parts For Sale.   
Call Kelly at 707-527-1700. 
 
’77 Pontiac Firebird 2 door hardtop custom Esprit 
 350 ci, 3 sp Auto, New Paint, Great Interior, $6,000. 
Call Kelly at 707-527-1700  
 
 
 

1995 GMC 2500 SLE, 454, Auto, Power everything, 
104K miles, excellent shape, white. Set up to pull 5th  
Wheel RV.    $6,000/OFR       Ralph at 707-528-8243  
 
YAMAHA 2003 Generator, 2.5 kw, 120 Volt, Perfect 
 for RV,  light weight and quiet, weighs Only 65 lbs. 
Only 30 hours of use. Cost $1,200.   Sell for $500.  
Call Ralph 707-528-8243 
 
For Sale-’87 Corvette, Red, Stock Wheels, 4sp Auto, 
70K,Always garaged.Call Sherri at 799-4222(by Bill T.) 
 
Wanted To Buy-’56 4dr Sedan Body, Solid, No Rust 
Contact David LeCount at 707-778-6784 
 
Wanted-CJ-3A jeep frame,’45,’46,’47-Contact Ron 
Porcelli at 793-9598.  Also Wanted: Sick Cylinder 
Blue Flame TowRope Needed ASAP. Ron @ 793-9598 
 
For Sale: 1955/56 Chevy 4dr Hardtop, Show Winner In 
Class. $24,500. visit www.antiquecar.com Ad No.6475 

******************************************************************************************** 
Chris Lang Speaks At The 2007 Officers Installation  Dinner  
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